
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary Jonas; 

Michael Duncan; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                    

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: None  
 

All council members and administration were present via Zoom virtual meeting.   Council 

Chambers were open and a laptop connected to the meeting was available for citizens to listen or 

speak during citizen’s time. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Hash and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve the 

minutes of the July 28, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a vote of 

six (6) for: Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan, Hash; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

David Manley with Wythe County Joint Industrial Development Authority (JIDA) was present to 

answer questions regarding the CARES Act funds for the small business grant program.   Town 

Manager Childers asked Mr. Manley if he would give a synopsis of the finance committee 

meeting that he attended with Finance Committee members.  Mr. Manley stated that the JIDA 

has been working with Wythe County, Town of Wytheville and recently Town of Rural Retreat 
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on a small business grant program.  The County has CARES Act funds that can be used for 

certain COVID related expenses but can also be used in a small business grant or loan program.  

Mr. Manley stated that the Wythe County Board of Supervisors meeting is this evening and they 

will be discussing the program as well.  The JIDA is working on an application for small 

businesses to apply for the grant funds.  Mr. Manley stated that the JIDA has a revolving loan 

fund and small business loans that were given during the early response of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  He stated that the JIDA will be happy to manage the funds and distribute them to 

businesses.  The JIDA will abide by the town’s wishes and follow the parameters given by the 

town.  Town Manager Childers stated that the town will let the JIDA administer the program and 

decide who receives funding.  Mr. Manley stated that he is happy to assist, and there will not be 

any additional fees for the administration of the program by the JIDA. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Treasurer Patton read a letter from the Rural Retreat Prom committee.  The letter thanked the 

town for the use of the Community Center for the prom.  A letter addressed to Chief Breedlove 

to thank him for his assistance during the event.    

 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Town Manager Childers reported Chief Breedlove had one arrest and one ticket. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Report will be included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

WEST BAUMGARDNER AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT- Town Manager Childers stated 

that he called Allison Blanton with Hills Studios three times, and she has not returned his call. 

 

RESCUE SQUAD EMPLOYEE BENEFITS - Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with 

Lisa Schenk with Virginia Municipal League regarding paying benefits to the employees of the 

Rescue Squad and the Fire Department.  Ms. Schenk stated that the individuals would be 

required to be added to the town’s payroll to be covered.  Furthermore, the organization would 

have to dissolve it’s 501C status.  The Fire Department would be required to have it’s own 

insurance policy, which would be very costly.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the town has 

looked into the matter and it is not cost effective.  Town Manager Childers stated that in addition 

to the cost the town does not want to manage the Rescue Squad.  Mayor Litz asked 

Councilmember Duncan to report the findings regarding benefits to the Rescue Squad board.   

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

RURAL RETREAT VOL EMERGENCY SERVICE – Councilmember Duncan stated that the 

next Rescue Squad meeting is Monday, therefore he does not have anything to report at this time. 
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FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton stated that the auditors from Hicok, 

Brown Company are in the office this week for the preliminary audit.    

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that he 

will send information out to Council regarding the ordinance to have chickens in town. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers stated that he is looking into the revolving loan 

fund for the project. 

 

Councilmember Hash asked how much the rent is for the community center.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the fee to rent the community center is one hundred twenty-five dollars 

($125) for the day.  He added that the pavilion is first come first served and there is no fee.  

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- Brian Reed and myself sent a timeline for the Downtown Revitalization activities.  This 

was acceptable to our DHCD representative Kathi Boatright.  With nature of the COVID 

crisis this could change at any moment.   

- The agreement has been signed with PennStuart law firm that ensures the town will be 

covered by DH Griffin for indemnification if there is any present upon completion of our 

ongoing liability case. 

Town Manager Childers stated that basically the same law firm for DH Griffin will represent the 

Town of Rural Retreat.  For some reason if the jury finds the town liable for damages the 

lawfirm will take over and fight for the town.  DH Griffin will pay all the attorney fees and the 

damages if the town is found liable. 

- I spoke to Lisa Schenk with VML about insuring the EMS and Fire Department 

employees and volunteers.  She stated that for these individuals to be covered under the 

umbrella of the town, each individual would have to be put on the town’s payroll and be 

employees of the town.  Furthermore, the EMS would have to dissolve as a 301-C and be 

a part of the town’s departmental supervision and payroll, with the town controlling the 

activities.  The current board would also have to dissolve. 

 

Councilmember Duncan asked Town Manager Childers if he has spoken with anyone regarding 

the 911 Dispatchers.  Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with Roger Hedrick regarding 

the issue.   Mr. Hedrick informed him to speak with one of the Captains.  Mr. Childers called to 

ask the Captain questions but did not get a return phone call.  Councilmember Duncan stated that 

when there was a changeover of dispatchers there is a problem with the follow up during calls.  

Councilmember Hash stated that it can be a very dangerous situation.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that if he goes to Darlene Lane with dispatch then he needs to have information from the 

Rescue Squad first.  Town Manager Childers stated that he thinks this issue needs to be taken 

more seriously.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Patton stated that the electronic and ACH payment report was provided to Council via 

email.  She asked if anyone has any questions regarding the report. 

 

The invoices for August 11, 2020 were read and approved. 

 

Treasurer Patton asked Council if they have anything for the Joint Governing Bodies meeting on 

August 31, 2020.  Town Manager Childers stated that if the County and Town of Wytheville 

does not have anything on the agenda then we will cancel.  If they do have items for the agenda, 

then we meet via Zoom.  Mayor Litz stated that unless we absolutely must then we should cancel 

the meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


